FRANCE   AND   THE   ALLIES

nations, only their own had signed an armistice. Resist-
ance began, hope was reborn and confidence in Britain
was renewed. Despite the ban, the French broadcasts
from London found an audience. British repulses of the
Germans brought rejoicing, and eager calculations were
made of the number of Germans drowned in the Channel.

The months that followed brought no solution of
French problems. Restrictions, misery, and repression
weighed heavily. Britain was not greatly blamed for
Oran which, let it be said in passing, was a mistake, nor
for Dakar, nor for Syria; her apparent inaction and slow-
ness caused anxiety. Then came the Libyan offensive.
This roused great hopes, only to dash them a few weeks
later. The French began to say: "When the British are
up against the Italians they beat them. Who wouldn't?
But when they are up against the Germans it's a different
tale."

Without considering the military and strategic problems
involved, the French asked why Britain did not take
advantage of Russian successes to open a front in France,
thus drawing off some of Hitler's forces and aiding Russia.
They were ready to form themselves into a fifth column
to aid Britain and General de Gaulle.

When America entered the war the French were over-
whelmed by the Pacific reverses. The wireless explained
that these reverses were due to Jap treachery while then-
envoys were still negotiating in Washington. This ex-
planation only served to exasperate my compatriots who
said: "That's just the trouble; they allow themselves to
be taken by surprise, always and everywhere."

Mr. Churchill is listened to in France with much atten-
tion. He was thought to have declared that the war would
be over by 1942, then by 1943. Hunger does not wait.
Suicides increase constantly.

The majority of the French favour all who oppose the
Germans. They are with the British. They have confi-
dence in the vast reserves of the United States. They pin
hopes on Russia. They cannot understand why Britain
and America do not recognise officially the government